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Reading a Topographic Map 
 
Background Information 
Topographic maps show the shape of Earth’s surface by means of contour lines. 
Contour lines are lines that connect points that are at the same elevation above 
sea level. 
 
Observations 

1. Identify each topographic feature on the map and write its corresponding 
letter: 
 

 Cliff      

 Rock quarry    

 River     

 Mountain peak   

 Ocean     

 Island     

 Steep quarry wall   

 


